The Real Kings of the Bible                    		Life Lessons from Kings Amaziah, Ahaz and  Hezekiah.
Let’s consider King Amaziah just for a moment.  There is an interesting side note about King Amaziah.  He is listed as a “Good King” because of II Chronicles 25:2a, but (in the same verse, there is a caveat to his listing.  We are not given a long list of accomplishments for him, but we are told that he was less than sincere (imperfect) in his devotion to God.  Consider II Chronicles 25:2
It would appear, that after one success, he lost it all.  His attitude shifted and God’s favor shifted too.  
Life Lesson #75  Don’t get the big head!
Another key lesson to learn from King Amaziah is about making bad alliances and business deals.  This lesson comes at the high expense of 3,000 precious souls.
Consider II Chronicles 25:5-13  
The King had made an arrangement to hire additional fighters for protection.  An unnamed Prophet was sent by God to warn the King to sever the arrangement.  To his credit, King Amaziah listens to the Prophet.  Unfortunately, the hired fighters were deeply offended and retaliated against the King by killing 3,000 innocent people.  
The Prophet was correct on both fronts:  God did make up for the lost money.  The soldiers from Israel were not necessary after all.  
Life Lesson  #76 - God will tell you when to cut your losses and move on!  A good prayer to pray, in the face of a loss or bad business deal, is for divine recovery.  
Coming behind a bad king
Before we discuss King Hezekiah, we need to learn a little about his father, Ahaz.  Ahaz was a terrible King.  One of the worst of all Judah’s bad Kings.  
Spiritually Ahaz was a disaster to the whole nation. All three accounts—Kings, Chronicles, Isaiah—point out that Ahaz imported the corrupt pagan religious practices of Mesopotamia to Jerusalem.        (II Chronicles 28:22-25, Isaiah 8:19). His name is connected with heathen abomination (sun worship) which survived until the times of Josiah nearly a century later (II Kings 23:1).[endnoteRef:1]  Among the dastardly deeds of this king was the closing up of the Temple.   [1:  Ahaz - Encyclopedia of The Bible - Bible Gateway] 

Consider II Chronicles 28:19-25.  
Hezekiah takes charge
There are some Theologians who place King Hezekiah in a similar class as King David.  King Hezekiah’s reforms were not only inspired, they were impactful.  Even better…God responded!  The fact that King Ahaz was King Hezekiah’s father has been overlooked.  This suggests that God had prepared Hezekiah, from birth, to reform this nation.  He watched his father lead the nation away from God, and purposed to do things differently.  We see this from day one of his administration.  
Consider II Chronicles 29:1-11, 15-19, 34-36
Hezekiah’s commitment to detail was a reflection of his knowledge of the word of God.  He knew exactly what needed to be done, and with the assistance of the leaders of his day, he did it.  
This reform started with the leaders!  They were eager to do the work.    
Life Lesson #77 - When leaders lead, things happen “suddenly.”  Because of the unity of the leaders, this task was completed in a matter of days.  Clearly, the Levites would have been eager to get the Temple reopened, and it showed.
Hezekiah’s heart for God
Another of Hezekiah’s dreams was to re-unify the divided Kingdom.  We see this as he called for a unified Passover, which included invitations to the Northern Kingdom!  What a bold move!  What a dream!  Consider II Chronicles 30:1-12
A timeline study suggests that those who rejected the opportunity could have missed their final opportunity to return to God before the judgment of the Northern Kingdom.  Their laughter would soon be turned into cries of sorrow.  
Life Lesson #78 - Some invitations are from God!  Which is why we must see ourselves as Anointed to Invite souls.  Consider II Corinthians 5:19-21
Fortunately, there were some who responded.  And based on the Scriptures, they had a memorable experience.  Or, as the old saints used to say,  “What a time…what a time….what a time!”
“It’s ok…”
There is one additional point to be made about the Passover of Hezekiah.  Consider II Chronicles 30:13-19, 22, 27.  Also, consider Exodus 19:14
What is purification?  With the establishment of Israel as God’s covenant people came the ceremonial law providing for cleansing and purification. Purification for the Israelite involved the ideas of expiation and disinfection.
We can only imagine the scramble that was happening in this moment.  King Hezekiah intervened and God accepted the event.  It was as close to unity as was possible after so many years away from God.  
As Saints today, we must realize God reserves the right to send the so-called “unsaved,” “unchurched” or “backsliders” to our churches.  AND THEY MAY NOT BE CLEAN!  But we must thank God they are here at all.  
Life Lesson #79 - Sometimes we need to allow people to worship in ways that may be unscripted or even inappropriate.  We need to pray for them, that God accept their effort.  Meanwhile, we must model appropriate protocol over time.  
We can pardon their lack of protocol and decency, even if it is just to get them in the presence of God.  Today, those unfamiliar with certain worship protocols, need to be spoken to “comfortably” like Hezekiah.  If that had been some of us, the unity Passover would have never happened!  
Life Lesson #80 - There is a difference between “Bless their heart” and “They ought to know better” and They ought to be ashamed!”  
Homework: II Chronicles 32
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